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ments or prejudge issues in a way which might
prejudice the position of any party, Hindus,
Muslims, Princes, or any other section. The
most vital necessity was to secure the abandon-
ment of the Federal plan on which the Act of
1935 was based, as it was a very retrograde scheme,
and was particularly detrimental to Muslim in-
terests. Immediately after the declaration of
war the Viceroy had announced the ' suspension *
of the Federal plan during the period of war.
But the Muslim League demanded its total
abandonment and for very good reasons. The
working of provincial autonomy in the Congress-
governed provinces had thoroughly exposed the
futility of the scheme, and had confirmed the
Muslims and other minorities in their apprehen-
sions that a worse disaster would befall them if
this Federal scheme came into force. Mr. Jmnah,
in a communication to the Viceroy, placed four
concrete points for His Excellency's consideration:
(1) that the entire problem of India's future
constitution   be   re-examined   and   reconsidered
T                                 *
>de  nova  as soon   as   circumstances   permit or
immediately after the war, (2) that no declara-
tion, either in principle or otherwise, be made
or any constitution enacted by His Majesty's
^Government or Parliament without the approval
and consent of the two major communities of
India, viz,, Hindus and Muslims, (3) that His